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and the commandant had blown his brains out The Assembly
passed a vote in honour of his memory, and declared that if
any other town surrendered to the enemy the municipality
would be considered to be responsible at the cost of their own
lives. The arrangement of the cartes civiques was carried
on September 20. Every individual, man or woman, was
compelled to carry about a small card issued by his section,
containing his name, residence, and daily occupation, and must
be ready to show his card to any officer of the police, and in-
deed to any patriot who asked him for it. Any one who failed
to produce his civic card was at once to be taken to his section,
and if not recognized to be imprisoned as a suspect. Such was
the last measure of suspicion of the Legislative Assembly; and
on September 21 the new Convention, which was to rule
France either by itself or its creation, the Committee of Public
Safety, for just three years, held its first session.

The electoral period had been one of very great excitement
Yet the elections were remarkable for the small number of
voters, whether active or passive citizens, who went to the
pollx In the provinces, with certain notable exceptions, the
candidates proposed by the popular societies were everywhere
elected, and a new feature appears when it is remarked that
in many departments men unknown to the locality were
elected simply because of the reputation they had made at
Paris, or from the influence their friends possessed Thus
Louvet, the author of the licentious " Aventures de Faublas,"
was recommended to the department of the Loiret by certain
of his Girondin friends as the brave Girondin who had attacked
Robespierre in his paper the Sentmelle, and was immediately
elected, though he had never set foot in the department
Similarly Si&y&s was elected, simply because of his reputation
in the Constituent Assembly for three departments, the Sarthe,
the Orne, and the Gironde, in only one of which he was per-

1 See the most valuable series of articles, entitled " La Proclamation de
la Itepullique," which have been appearing in the Revue, de la Revolution
since its foundation, in which M. Gustavo Bord analyses, department ]>y
department, the elections to the Convention.